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Well, madam, says I, may I ask you what was the occasion of your parting with her ?
0, madam, says she, we parted indeed; she and I could not agree: I am passionate, and pretty troublesome, and my maid and I could not hit it; but she may do very well with another. Perhaps other mistresses may not be so troublesome and difficult as I am; she may do very well; I assure you she knows how to please anybody but me; she told me so herself.
I was, indeed, provoked now, and answered. Madam, you are pleased to give yourself some hard words; but I beg you will allow me to say, I did not come for a character of the maid's mistress, but a character of the maid ; and, I doubt, by your discourse, you are willing to recommend your maid's character at the expense of your own.
She only smiled at me when I said thus1, and said again she was very difficult and ill to please; but Betty might do very well with another.
I pressed her again to let me know what she parted with her maid for ; but still she shuffled me off, and gave me the cunningest evasive answers. Betty herself could not have put me off with half the dexterity as her mistress did; so I made my honours as if I was going away.
Madam, says I, you are exceeding tender of your maid; but I cannot say you are equally just to a stranger, that you see resolved to depend upon your word for the character of a servant. However, I shall take it the way I hope you intend it, namely, that though it may be for the girl's advantage not to have the particulars of her behaviour told, yet you would have me understand by it that her conduct will not bear a character, and that you would not have me venture upon her ; and I shall take your advice.